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Virgil Fowler of Potash provides anhydrous 

ammonia tank car training to more than  

200 students from the Chicago Fire 

Department this summer.  
Photos courtesy of Belt Railway Police.
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Dear Donna,
On behalf of the New Hampshire Hazardous Materials Collaborative 

Council and its nine regional hazardous materials response teams, 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our appreciation 

for the excellent training provided by your organization. 

During the week of June 9-13, 2014 Virgil Fowler, Breman Ledbette, 

and Marc Cason from the Potash Corporation trained over 150 first 

responders, from across New Hampshire, in responding to incidents 

involving Anhydrous Ammonia rail cars and the application of the 

Midland Kit. This training concluded with two hazardous materials 

teams participating in a full-scale exercise involving a leaking 

rail car of anhydrous ammonia.I would personally like to thank yourself and Virgil for your 

assistance with the movement of the training rail car and the 

scheduling of the training.Attached are a few pictures from the training and exercise. Again, 

thank you and we look forward to working with you in the future.
Sincerely,
James Stone
Chairman, NH Hazardous Materials Collaborative Council

REPC Director
Southeastern NH Hazardous Materials Mutual Aid District

PO Box 514
Windham, NH 03087Cell (603) 231-8529

Southeastern NH and Central NH Hazardous Materials Teams, 

Anhydrous Ammonia Rail Car Training on June 13, 2014 in 

Bow, NH. Even the torrential rain did not put a damper on the 

day’s training. Photo by James Gaffey.
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TRANSCAER® 
AWARDS

2014 TRANSCAER® 
Awards Nominations 

Are Open

Nominat ion deadl ines for the 2014 
TRANSCAER® Awards program are now 
open. TRANSCAER® Team Members can 
share your nominations for TRANSCAER® 
events held in 2014 by applying online at  
http://www.transcaer.com/awards.

TIMETABLE FOR 2014  
AWARDS IMPLEMENTATION

ACTION TIMEFRAME

Disseminate
Award Forms/Packages 
Forms Are ONLINE – 
Accessible Anytime

Closing/Deadline 
for Award 
Nominations

FEBRUARY 27, 2015

Distribute to  
Awards Committee  
for Review	

Week of  
March 2-6, 2015

Awards Committee 
Review.  
Recipients Selected.

Week of  
March 9-13, 2015

Notify Recipients  
in Writing.  
Announce Recipients.

April 17, 2015

Coordinate Award 
Presentations

At the Recipients 
Discretion

Putting Safety Front and Center
Article and Photo By Missy Ruff, Renewable Fuels Association

Participants engage in the RFA train the trainer seminar on December 4 in Des Moines, Iowa

Mark Your Calendars

SAFETY has always been and will continue to 
be a top priority for America’s ethanol industry 

and those who transport ethanol to the marketplace. 
The Renewable Fuels Association (RFA) is working to 
ensure that those responsible for the safety of their 
communities are trained and prepared to respond to 
any potential ethanol related emergency. 

RFA is a member of the Ethanol Emergency 
Response Coalition (EERC) which developed the 
Training Guide to Ethanol Emergency Response 
toolkit to educate first responders on the properties 
of ethanol and best practices to handle ethanol 
emergency situations. RFA uses the Training Guide 
to Ethanol Emergency Response as the cornerstone 
for its Ethanol Safety Seminars that take place 
throughout the country. 

In 2014, RFA conducted 46 safety seminars. 
On a larger scale, RFA has organized 150 Ethanol 
Safety Seminars in 28 states since December 2010, 
ultimately training several thousand emergency 
responders. RFA’s goal for 2015 is to hold Ethanol 
Safety Seminars in the remaining 22 states which 
include Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, 
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Utah, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wyoming.

In addition to the Ethanol Safety Seminars, RFA 
created an ethanol emergency response “Train the 
Trainer” program which educates individuals on how 
to teach ethanol emergency response tactics. On 
December 4th, RFA conducted a “Train the Trainer” 
seminar at the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation for 
RFA members and their emergency response teams. 
RFA brought in professional hazmat trainer Richard 
Miller of the International Association of Fire Chiefs 
to help develop the program and lead the seminar 
which educated nearly 100 individuals. 

RFA’s “Train the Trainer” is a pay-it-forward type 
of program. A single seminar can train an entire room 
of individuals who then pass the vital knowledge on 
to local first responders and emergency personnel 
to ensure communities are prepared to respond to 
potential ethanol related emergencies. 

Additionally, RFA is working with TRANSCAER® 
to finalize the TRANSCAER® version of the Training 
Guide to Ethanol Emergency Response, which will 
be available by 2015/2016. ■

Information on upcoming Ethanol 
Safety Seminars can be found at 

www.ethanolresponse.com.
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CANADIAN UPDATES

CANADA: SPREADING THE TRANSCAER® 
MESSAGE FROM COAST TO COAST

Another successful season has come to an end for 
TRANSCAER® Canada’s Safety Train. The classroom on wheels 
spent the summer months rolling its way across Canada. Making 
stops at community outreach events, the converted rail car is 
used to train first responders about the safe transportation of 
dangerous goods.

“It was a great summer.  
We achieved a lot and it is going 
to be even better next year,” 

says Kara Edwards of the Chemistry Industry 
Association of Canada (CIAC) and Canada’s National 

TRANSCAER® Committee Coordinator. 

But keeping up with the demand for the Safety Train has been 
a challenge for TRANSCAER®. “Over the past year, we’ve had 
more requests than ever before,” says Edwards. “Communities 
are more aware of the products moving through their area, and 
people want to know that emergency plans are in place and first 
responders are prepared.” Edwards isn’t complaining though, 
“We’re always looking to partner with new organizations to help 
educate communities.” 

This summer, TRANSCAER® reached out to almost a dozen 
communities of all sizes, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, including 
Saint-John, London, Medicine Hat, Calgary, Kamloops and Surrey. 

“I think it’s quite impressive that from July to September 
we had so many events – and not just one-day events, some 
ran for two or more days,” says Edwards. “It’s been great to 
see the collaboration between CIAC’s member-companies and 
transportation partners, emergency response service providers, 
first responders and government officials. It’s impressive to see 
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Main photo: First responders, event organizers and instructors in front 
of the new “Chlorine Tank Car”, Surrey, B.C. Photo: Doug Kittle

From top: Andy Ash, Railway Association of Canada, speaking with 
first responders on top of a safety training tank car, London, Ont. 
Photo: Andy Ash, Railway Association of Canada; Randal Sarrazin, Chemtrade 
Logistics, demonstrates tank car safety features, Calgary, Alta. Photo: 
Randy Mak, Dow Chemical Canada; David Comly (far left), Northwest Tank 
Lines, and members of the LPGERC response team Calgary, Alta. From 
left Clayton Lucier, Al Works, Rob Goossens and Jeff Esteves (front) 
Photo: Terry Litchfield, for Northwest Tank Lines

what can be achieved when all of these different groups 
work together.”

TRANSCAER®’s Safety Train wasn’t the only training 
car on tour this summer. The Chlorine Institute rolled out 
its own “Chlorine Tank Car,” visiting 24 communities 
across North America. Dan Moore, the transportation 
and emergency response coordinator for Canexus 
Corporation and the Chlorine Institute’s representative 
on the National TRANSCAER® Committee, says this first 
tour was a successful one – so successful, that there are 
already plans for an Eastern Canada tour next summer.

“Across North America, we trained more than 1,500 
first responders, contractors and industry professionals,” 
says Moore. “In Western Canada alone, more than 
200 first responders participated in events in Winnipeg, 
Kamloops, Edmonton and Surrey.” 

The Chlorine Tank Car provides participants 

hands-on training in chlorine transportation methods 
and containers, and proper response for a chlorine 
emergency, including potential leak scenarios and ways 
to mitigate leaks. Moore says having an actual chlorine 
tank car adds to the level of training they can provide 
first responders. And Edwards agrees. 

“It’s really something that sticks in people’s minds. 
When you are able to climb on top of a rail car and 
see and touch the valves and protective housings, it 
really drives home the transportation safety message,” 
she says. 

The Safety Train’s many stops included a major 
two-day event in Calgary hosted by Northwest Tank 
Lines and the Prairie Region TRANSCAER® Committee. 
The event attracted more than 250 participants from 
16 full-time and volunteer fire departments across 
Alberta. Northwest’s president, Michael Perry, says 

CANADIAN UPDATES

it wasn’t the first event the company has hosted, 
but it was definitely one of the biggest. He believes 
these TRANSCAER® initiatives are key to keeping 
communities safe. 

“It is absolutely essential that all parties involved 
in emergency response be totally tuned in to what 
commodities are involved and the steps required to 
deal with an incident – from handling the equipment, 
to handling the commodity.”

In London, Ontario, 100 firefighters, medics and 
police officers took part in a five-day TRANSCAER® 
event co-hosted by CN and CP. Participants received 
training in foam application, hydrogen fluoride, vacuum 
trucks, tank car design and Midland capping kits. Carrie 
Maxim, of NOVA Chemicals, believes the sessions 
don’t just provide crucial training – they’re essential 
to spreading the TRANSCAER® message. 

“What I want communities – the public, firefighters, 
medics and police – to know is that companies that 
produce and sell chemicals and those that transport 
them, are knowledgeable about the chemicals and 
committed to sharing information with responders 
so they can protect their communities,” says Maxim. 
“Chemical companies care very much about containing 
their products and keeping communities safe.” 

TRANSCAER®’s Safety Train may be in storage for 
the winter, but the organization’s outreach doesn’t end 
when the snow falls. They’ll be busy spreading the 
TRANSCAER® message through the fall and winter. 
This spring, TRANSCAER® will be a featured session 
at CIAC’s Chemistry 2015: Safe. Secure. Sustainable. 
in Toronto, April 21- 22, 2015.

. 
For more information  
about TRANSCAER®,  

go to www.transcaer.ca 
 

For more information about the  
Chemistry 2015 conference go to:  

http://canadianchemistry.ca/chemistry2015

This article was written by Sarah MacFadyen. Sarah MacFadyen 
is an Ottawa-based writer and communications consultant 
working with the Chemistry Industry Association of Canada  
www.sarahmacfadyen.com. ■
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USDOT/PHMSA Creates 
New First Responder 
Crude Oil Reference Sheet

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) are 
working with the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the U.S. Fire 
Administration (USFA) to develop incident management “best practices” reference 
materials for emergency responders to prepare them to safely and effectively 
respond to crude oil transportation incidents. Subject matter experts from public 
safety, railroads, government, and industry met in June 2014 to develop a 
reference document for first responders.

The result of the meeting is the Commodity Preparedness 
and Incident Management Reference Sheet (PDF, 175 
Kb -  http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pv_obj _cache/pv_obj _id_
D49E5CEF1AC2AB4A887FDA7364FDD00E87BE0200/filename/Petroleum_
Crude_Oil_CERG.pdf). The document contains incident management best 
practices for crude oil rail transportation emergency response operations, including 
a risk-based hazardous materials emergency response operational framework.

The framework gives first responders key planning, preparedness, and response 
principles to successfully manage a crude oil rail incident. It also assists fire and 
emergency services personnel in decision-making and developing an appropriate 
response strategy to an incident (i.e., defensive, offensive, non-intervention).

Included on the PHMSA PETROLEUM CRUDE OIL REFERENCE Sheet, you will find:
1)	 TRANSPORTATION AND PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS
2)	 HAZARD SUMMARY
3)	 RAILROAD SAFETY PROCEDURES
4)	 EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
5)	 PRE-INCIDENT PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS
6)	 INCIDENT MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES
7)	 PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION

a.	 HAZARD ASSESSMENT AND RISK EVALUATION
b.	 SELECT PROPER PERSONAL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT
c.	 LOGISTICS AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
d.	� SELECT AND IMPLEMENT RESPONSE OBJECTIVES  

(w/Questions/Response Considerations & Examples)
8)	 CLEAN-UP AND POST-EMERGENCY OPERATIONS

This document is available to you on the TRANSCAER® web site 
(RESOURCES) as well as on the PHMSA web site, which is specifically 
designed to increase community awareness and preparedness for response to 
bulk transportation incidents involving energy products such as crude oil, ethanol, 
and liquefied natural gas (LNG).

If you have any questions about this new reference document, please reach 
out directly to Mr. Aaron Mitchell of PHMSA using his contact information below:

Aaron L. Mitchell
Director Outreach, Training, and Grants Division
U.S. Department of Transportation
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
East Building, 2nd Floor, PHH-50
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590
Phone No: 202-366-0579
Cell No: 202-281-6193
aaron.mitchell@dot.gov

(Source: PHMSA) ■

Resources
Updates&
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UPDATES & RESOURCES

Emergency Management Institute (EMI) to present 
Chlorine Release Virtual Tabletop Exercise (VTTX)
By Douglas M. Kahn, MEP, PCP, PACEM

THE VTTX is a series of discussion-based 
Virtual Tabletop Exercises (VTTX) offered 

monthly by FEMA’s Emergency Management 
Institute (EMI), located in Emmitsburg, MD to 
your location using a video teleconference (VTC) 
platform. The VTTX process involves key personnel 
from the emergency management community of 
practice reviewing a pre-packaged set of exercise 
materials (Situation Manual and Power Point slide 
presentation) then convening for a four-hour tabletop 
exercise discussing a simulated disaster scenario with 
a total of 10 to 15 sites. 

These events allows the connected sites to assess 
current plans, policies and procedures while learning 
from the other connected sites as they provide their 
perspective and practice facing a similar situation. 
A standard VTC system is required for participation. 
There is no cost for this program, what is required 
at the learning site, is a POC (or facilitator) that will 
guide the discussions.

Ten to 15 remote “Participating” sites are set 
per event due to time constraints. The program also 
allows for some additional “Observation” sites for 
each event to become familiar with the VTTX process. 

The VTTX is designed for a community-based group 
of 12 or more whole community representatives 
from your local Emergency Management Community 
of Practice.

This virtual tabletop exercise will enable the 
participants to exercise their knowledge, skills, and 
abilities needed to effectively conduct all-hazards 
emergency preparedness, response and recovery.

The VTTX program goals include:

1) �Prepare participants for a designated disaster 
affecting their community.

2) �Enable participants to better coordinate their 
response operations with counterparts from 
local governments, other State governments, 
Federal agencies, private sector organizations, 
and nongovernmental agencies.

3) �Allow communities to practice using their VTC 
technology to test policy, plans and procedures.

4) �Provide a virtual, experiential education 
environment to exercise and enhance critical 
response and recovery tasks.

The VTTX to be held on February 3, 4 and 5th, 2015, 
will be focused on a chlorine release scenario. 

On each date, the same scenario will be used in the 
four hour blocks. 

Monthly events and multiple offerings are 
announced via EMI’s home page located at 
http://www.training.fema.gov/Programs/ 
emiVTTX.aspx; with scenarios for 2015 that include 
floods, active shooters, building collapse, long and 
short term recovery actions, agriculture, radiological, 
pandemic flu (health) and others developed  
by request. ■

For further information, please contact  
FEMA’s VTTX program manager, Douglas Kahn at  

douglas.kahn@fema.dhs.gov 

PHMSA: Transporting 
Infectous Substances

THE FEDERAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS REGULATIONS that govern the 
transportation of medical waste that may be contaminated with infectious 

substances, such as Ebola, provide for stringent requirements for packaging and 
transportation. Medical waste Federal, state and local governments that choose 
to transport these materials with their own vehicles and employees, are exempt 
from the regulations. 

Earlier this week PHMSA published a safety advisory to strongly encourage 
those agencies to follow the applicable safety regulations in the HMR if they 
choose to transport these materials. The safety advisory along with other guidance 
information can be found on our website: 
http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/transporting-infectious-substances

DON’T  
MISS OUT!

The VTTX to be held on 

FEBRUARY 3-5, 2015

http://www.training.fema.gov/Programs/
emiVTTX.aspx
http://www.training.fema.gov/Programs/
emiVTTX.aspx
mailto:douglas.kahn@fema.dhs.gov 

http://phmsa.dot.gov/hazmat/transporting-infectious-substances
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A list of US DOT approved requalifiers and their ID number (RIN) is 
available on the PHMSA website: 
https://portal.phmsa.dot.gov/rinlocator   

For more information, contact the Hazmat Info Center: 
1-800-467-4922

*

7   14EA1
32

“E” means the cylinder must be 
requalified within 5 years (by July 
2019 in this example).

7   14SA1
32

“S” means the cylinder must be 
requalified within 7 years (by 
July 2021 in this example).
 

7   14A1
32

No alphabetic expiration date 
means the cylinder must be 
requalified within 12 years (by 
July 2026 in this example).
 

Other possible requalification markings:

This illustration indicates a visual inspection and must be 
requalified within 5 years or by July 2019.

Type of 
Inspection

V123456
0714  E

Propane cylinders must be periodically requalified to be safe 
for use*. Do not use cylinders that have not been requalified 
because you risk property damage, severe injuries, or death.

To see if your cylinder is okay to use, look for these markings:

Manufacturing Date:
Cylinders must be requalified within 12 years of 
manufacture (in this illustration by May 2017).  

Requalification Date:Requalification Date:
If the cylinder is older than 12 years, look for a 
“requalification date”.

UPDATES & RESOURCES

PHMSA Propane Cylinder Safety Materials

ON JULY 1, 2014, a large propane cylinder 
on a mobile food truck in Philadelphia, PA, 

ruptured catastrophically. The ensuing fire resulted 
in two deaths and 11 injuries. In light f this serious 
incident, the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA) is taking actions 
to address the hazards assocaited with compressed 
gas cylinders.

Both propane (Class 2.1, Fllammable Gas) and 
the cylinder to which it is stored are regulated by 
the Hazardous Material Regulations (HMR). We 
have a shared responsibility in this area. Companies 
that fill propane cylinders play an important role 
in ensuring cylinders are in safe and serviceable 
condition. Education and awareness are critcal to 
help acheieve public safety and PHMSA asks for 
your support in this efforts.

Cylinder Safety  
Flyer Download
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pv_obj_cache/pv_
obj_id_990E4B6A4F28FE46D20F97FB582BD40
291F10E00/filename/cylinder_safety_flyer.pdf

DOWNLOAD  

A COPY OF  

THE FLYER

Food Truck Propane Cylinder  
Safety Webinar on You Tube

PHMSA conducted a free webinar Aug. 14 to increase awareness of cylinder safety 
requirements within the food truck community. Most people don’t realize that 
propane and the cylinder in which it is stored and transported are both regulated 
by the federal Hazardous Material Regulations (HMR), and must meet specific 
safety requirements. Inspect propane cylinders often to make sure they’re safe! 
View the webinar on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcTAdYrD3Eo  ■

http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pv_obj_cache/pv_obj_id_990E4B6A4F28FE46D20F97FB582BD40291F10E00/filename/cylinder_safety_flyer.pdf
http://www.tfi.org/sites/default/files/images/an_guidance_handbook_-_mar_6_-_lk.pdf
http://www.tfi.org/sites/default/files/images/an_guidance_handbook_-_mar_6_-_lk.pdf
http://www.tfi.org/sites/default/files/images/an_guidance_handbook_-_mar_6_-_lk.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcTAdYrD3Eo
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Notes from the Past Chairman

Back To Our Future

With apologies to a similarly-named Michael J. Fox movie, I ask you to join me in taking 

a look at the tracks where TRANSCAER® has been for the past two years. We’ve 

had a great period of accomplishments since the last crew change on the National 

TRANSCAER® Task Group’s (NTTG) Executive Committee. If by chance some of it 

got right by you, let’s briefly review.

• �TRANSCAER® continued to seek and obtain grant funding for training 

outreach. These programs were a great cooperative effort that aided 

thousands of first responders to be better prepared for chemical incidents.

• �The NTTG Executive Committee initiated a planning protocol to consider 

the necessary strategies to keep TRANSCAER® a premier training 

organization.

• �The NTTG established a committee to determine and share subject matter 

expertise to aid in presentations, especially in the realm of commodity-specific training.

• �TRANSCAER® gladly welcomed the American Petroleum Institute as a sponsor.

• �Jointly with the Association of American Railroads and the American Petroleum Institute, 

development was initiated for training programs for petroleum crude oil, now the nation’s 

most-transported hazardous material.

• �Testimony at NTSB, PHMSA, DHS and DOT hearings provided the medium to share 

TRANSCAER® accomplishments to a broad audience.

The Executive Committee can be forward-looking with a strategy for TRANSCAER®, garner sponsor 

support, receive grant funding and rejoice at the opportunities to showcase what TRANSCAER® is 

all about. However it all comes down to the most important TRANSCAER® component of all – YOU! 

TRANSCAER® remains successful because of YOU and all that YOU do. Just think about the many 

responders that have benefitted from your sharing of knowledge or that extra effort you put out to help 

make an event possible. YOU have made a difference and I’m confident that there are even greater 

things that TRANSCAER® can and will do.

As a philosopher aptly stated, “nothing is constant but change.” And that’s true here, too, as we’re 

again at a crew change on the Executive Committee. I’ve certainly enjoyed the privilege of serving 

as your chairman, but I’m fully confident that the incoming crew will lay tracks even deeper into the 

TRANSCAER® pursuits. But it all goes back to our future – YOU. THANKS for all YOU have done and 

will continue to do for TRANSCAER®! 

Ed Chapman, Past Chairman,  

National TRANSCAER® Task Group  

Executive Committee & BNSF Railway

(Retired)



  

NATIONAL TRANSCAER® SPONSORS

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a TRANSCAER® Sponsor, contact Donna L. Lepik, Staff Executive, dlepik@transcaer.com.

THE TRANSCAER® MISSION IS TO:

  700 2nd Street NE, Suite 913, Washington DC 20002 · info@transcaer.com · www.transcaer.com · 

Sign Up for Our FREE  
TRANSCAER® Today Magazine at

www.TRANSCAER.com 
and stay connected through TRANSCAER®
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